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When I was teaching at Roncalli High School I taught seniors.  
    Every Spring Break many of them would head off to Florida for the week. 
I always told them, “Don’t come back with a tattoo…but if they did… 
   it should read Imago Dei…Latin for in God’s Image.”  
To the best of my knowledge none of them listened to me. 
     They got tattoos and while some of them were crosses  
       and other religious symbols,  
 no one ever got one that read “Imago Dei.” 
 
Today’s responsorial psalm is Psalm 139… 
   We did a sung version called You are Near. 
      This song and this psalm reminds us of several things… 
First it is a reminder that we are wonderfully made by God… 
   And how can we not be if we are created Imago Dei… 
     in God’s Image? 
Not only that but we are created that way from our mother’s womb. 
    The Psalmist says it this way: 
       You formed my inmost being…You knit me in my mother’s womb. 
This is why our Church believes life begins at conception  
   and needs to be protected even in the womb… 
     It is God’s creation…God’s handiwork. 
 
Not only does God create us in God’s image… 
   But God knows us…God knows when we sit and when we stand. 
       And God knows what makes us happy… 
This weekend we have a unique situation… 
   we have not one, but two couples celebrating 70 years of marriage: 
          Al & Mazie Baumann and Jim & Rose Hardy. 
You think God doesn’t know what he’s doing? 
    70 years together…times two…what a blessing for our parish. 
That’s some pretty good knitting together I’d say. 
 
And you know what else?  
  Isaiah in our 1st reading reminds us that God has made us for a purpose… 
    Just as he did John the Baptist whose birth we celebrate today, 
       God has created us to be a light for others. 
 



I think we sometimes find that hard to believe… 
    We can’t really believe that God created us for something special. 
 
We know ourselves.  
   We know our faults, our weaknesses, our sin… 
     And so we figure maybe God created everyone else  
        for something special but not me. 
 
But the good news is that God knows our weaknesses and sin  
    and chooses us for greatness anyway. 
 
Shortly after he was elected Pope, Pope Francis was asked… 
  Who is Jorge Bergoglio? That was his name before he was elected pope. 
He thought for a moment and then said: 
    “I am a sinner upon whom the Lord has cast his gaze.” 
 
He went on to explain that there is a painting called The Call of St. Matthew. 
   It hangs in a Church in Italy.  
In the painting, he explains, the Lord has locked eyes with Matthew  
   and invited the tax collector to follow him.  
Matthew looks bewildered; perhaps thinking, "I'm an enemy of my people.  
   I work for the Roman government. People despise me.  
     Why would you call me?"  
And yet, at the very same time, he is captivated by the gaze of Jesus... 
     Matthew still has one hand on his money bag... 
      thinking of all that he will have to give up to follow Jesus... 
         yet he is captivated by Jesus... 
            afraid to give up what he has...yet captivated by Jesus  
               “I am a sinner on whom the Lord has cast his gaze." 
      
When he expounded on that answer, Pope Francis, I think,  
   spoke for all of us who are at times mesmerized by the gaze of the Lord 
      but still afraid to give ourselves to him completely. 
It is so much easier to simply go with the flow...to do your own thing... 
   to lessen the Christian calling to anything less than the total giving  
    of ourselves.  
It is easy to focus so much on our weakness (I am a sinner...)  
   that we forget about what we can do when we follow the one  
     who first cast his gaze upon. 
 



And we see that time and again in the Gospels. 
   Jesus cast his gaze on the woman at the well,  
      who had been married 5 times and was living with a man right then. 
Jesus called to her and she became a disciple. 
 
Zacchaeus, another tax collector: Jesus cast his gaze upon him and  
  He followed him, promising to payback anyone he had cheated four fold. 
 
Perhaps the best example occurs during his passion. 
  Peter denies him a third time  
    and Luke tells us that Jesus looked at him intently… 
       so much so that Peter, remembering the Lord predicting this denial, 
          begins to weep bitterly. 
But the gaze had been cast…and Peter turned his life around yet again. 
 
And I could go on…The woman caught in adultery, Mary of Magdala, 
    The good thief, the roman soldier, the man born blind. 
All sinners upon whom the Lord has cast his gaze. 
 
My friends, Psalm 139 reminds us  
  that from the first moment of our creation,  
    the Lord has cast his gaze upon us.  
We are wonderfully, fearfully made… 
   Notice we are not made perfectly, but wonderfully… 
 
John the Baptist, whose birth we celebrate today, was not perfect either. 
   But his cousin Jesus set his gaze upon him  
      and John responded to that gaze. 
 
And today we are given that opportunity once again… 
    To acknowledge that we are sinners  
        But we are sinners upon whom the Lord has cast his gaze. 
  
 
 


